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From the Pastoral Center 

Note from Fr. John—I want to thank all of you for your 
generous gifts to the St. Nicholas Fund.  Often we do not 
know the specific effect of our donations.  Recently, I re-
ceived a letter with a check and this note. 
 
 “Some years ago, my family was blessed one  
 Christmas through the St. Nicholas Fund.   
 I promised myself I would give back one day  
 if I was able to.  That day has arrived.  I will  
 always remember the special gift of love we  
 received and will always be grateful “ 
 
Charity along with a struggle to make things right radiates 
a compassion and love which allows people to stand on 
their own, to take their rightful place.  You and I have the 
privilege to offer something of ourselves to another per-
son. We are the ones who are gifted when we stretch our-
selves to offer a hand to another. 
 

I always thank God when He asks and presents an oppor-
tunity to me to help someone.  I grow so much more when 
I gift others. 
 
Thank you from Ginny Hinkle—It is with gratitude that I 
begin 2006. It takes so many people to make the liturgy 
successful and this Christmas we were able to serve the 
people of Evergreen and their visitors in a most gracious 
and welcoming manner.  From the presiders who led us 
with inspiring homilies, to the worship coordinators who 
recruited the many ministers, for all the liturgical ministers 
themselves, for all of our talented musicians who filled the 
air with song to the folks who stayed late after Simbang 
Gabi to prepare the environment for Christmas.  All of you 
made St. Francis a worshipping community dedicated to 
Jesus Christ.  For all the tasks large and small I thank you 
for your commitment to your faith and St. Francis. 
 
Pastoral Ministry Formation—Our parish makes lay par-
ticipation a priority and many people serve in a variety of 
ministries.  To support your stewardship of time and talent 
this  program is being offered in February and March.  It 
covers material common to the basic preparation for each 
ministry.  Sponsored by a cooperative of seven local par-
ishes, the program benefits new ministers as well as ex-
perienced ministers and anyone interested in deepening 
their knowledge in the Catholic faith.  The program dates 
held at these two locations are: Friday, February 17at 
7:15 pm-9:30 pm, Saturday, February 18th at 8:45 am-
3:00 pm, at the Vietnamese Center and on Friday, Feb-
ruary 17at 7:15 pm-9:30 pm, Saturday, February 18th 
at 8:45 am-3:00 pm, at  Most Holy Trinity Parish. 
  
Serra Holy Hour—Serra Holy Hour will resume again on 
Wednesday, January 11th at 6:30 pm in the chapel.  We 
encourage St. Francis of Assisi communities and all Serra 
members to start the New Year with strong prayerful sup-
port for our priests, religious and those considering voca-
tions to the priesthood. 

“Gently Used" Towels, Sheets and Blankets 
Drive—During the next two weekends, we will conduct 
our annual Towels, Sheets and Blankets Drive. We 
will collect blankets and towels for the Dayworkers at 
St. Joseph the Worker Dayworker Center, and sheets, 
blankets, pillows and towels for the families at Family 
Supportive Housing's Shelter on Las Plumas Avenue. 
We are hoping for new or "gently used" donations. We 
can use any size bedding.  Please help us by packing 
towels and bedding in separate bags and by marking 
each donation. Your generosity is always appreciated.  

Santo Nino Celebration—The annual Santo Nino 
Mass here at St. Francis of Assisi will be held on Janu-
ary 15th, as part of our regular 12:30 pm Mass in 
the chapel.  There will be a blessing of the Santo Nino 
images as part of the celebration.  This devotion to the 
Santo Nino is celebrated all over the world, and is 
known in other 
parts as the devotion to the Holy Infant of Prague.  
The origin of the Santo Nino devotion dates back to 
1565 during the start of the colonization of the 
Philippines.  A Spanish sailor discovered a well-
preserved image of the Santo Nino in one of the 
villages, and it was apparent that the natives had 
been worshipping it.  Since then, the veneration 
spread to nearby islands, the rest of the archipelago 
and around the world where it has grown stronger over 
the passage of time. 
 

Santo Nino Novena dates in the Diocese are as fol-
lows: 
January 12—7;00 pm Christ the King, San Jose 
January 13—7:00 pm Holy Cross, San Jose 
January 14—5:30 pm St. Catherine, Morgan Hill 
January 15—5:00 pm St. Joseph, Mt. View 
January 16—7:00 pm St. John the Baptist, Milpitas 
January 17—7:00 pm St. Julie, San Jose 
January 18—6:30 pm St. Maria Goretti, San Jose 
January 19—7:30 pm Santa Teresa, San Jose 
January 20—7:00 pm Most Holy Trinity, San Jose 
 

On Saturday, January 21st, St Joseph Cathedral is 
celebrating Santo Nino as follows: 
11:30 am—Sinulog and       11:45 am—Karakol 
12:00 pm—Eucharistic Celebration at the Cathedral 
6:30 pm— Dinner Dance at Pavalkis Hall, St. John the 
Baptist Parish, Milpitas..  Tickets are $25 per person. 
 

A continuous novena will be held at Most Holy Trinity.  

Catholic Charities Day Break Program—We would like 
to thank the anonymous donor who left a very generous 
cash donation for the elderly in our Day Care Center 
around December15. Your kindness and generosity are 
very much appreciated. Thank you again -- from the staff 
and clients at Day Break. 


