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From the Pastoral Center 

Social Justice 
 

Towels. Sheets and Blankets Drive. The families at the 
San Jose Family Shelter, and the men and women at St. 
Joseph the Worker Dayworker Center thank you for your 
generous outpouring of towels, sheets and blankets. This 
year has been an overwhelming positive response. 
Blessings on you for sharing your gifts.   

World Day of the Sick 
 
Bishop Patrick J. McGrath will be celebrating the World 
Day of the Sick on Saturday, February 10, at 11 a.m. at 
Santa Teresa Church, 794 Calero Avenue, San Jose.  
There will be a special Eucharistic Celebration with   
Anointing of the Sick and Blessing with Lourdes water.   
We will also have Anointing of the Sick on February 9,      
at the 9 a.m. Mass at the Villages, and on Saturday,      
February 10 at the 8:30 Mass in the Chapel.   

 
Pilgrimage To Italy 

 

October 15-26, 2007. Parishioners are now signing up for 
the parish pilgrimage with Fr. John. Walk in the footsteps 
of St. Francis. Hear Pope Benedict give his weekly Audi-
ence. Celebrate daily mass and have meals with local fri-
ars and nuns. There are still a few openings for those who 
would like to join this pilgrimage. More information 
and  registration is now available. You may stop by the 
parish office to pick up a copy of the itinerary and applica-
tion. For information,  call Colleen Cortese at 238-8912. 
 

Tet 
 

Tet, known also as Vietnamese Lunar New Year, is the 
most celebrated and important festival in Vietnam.  Some-
one once said “Tet is like the American Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and the New Year combined!”  The statement 
might be a bit exaggerated; nevertheless, one can sense 
the joyful and festive atmosphere Tet brings about to     
Vietnamese people.  Although Tet is celebrated among all 
Vietnamese—irrespective of their religion—Tet holds a 
special place among Vietnamese Catholic as a Thanksgiv-
ing remembrance.  In the New Year’s Eve mass, Vietnam-
ese Catholics gather to solemnly thank God for His bless-
ings of the past year, and to pray for His providence and 
protection in the coming year.  This year, Tet falls on Feb-
ruary 18th of the Western  Calendar.  In our St. Francis of 
Assisi parish, the Vietnamese parishioners are planning for 
a New Year’s Eve mass at 12:30 PM on Sunday,         
February 18th.  Come and celebrate Tet with your fellow 
parishioners. 

Stephen Ministry 
 

“Mental Illness” – No cast or crutches, no injections. 
Nothing you can see.  But he’s still sick.  His behavior is 
strange and unpredictable.  Mental illness.  Sometimes you 
worry he might hurt himself or someone else.  The con-
stant tension is hard to live with.  When one family member 
is mentally ill, the whole family suffers.  By listening and 
helping you sort through your feelings, a Stephen Minister 
can provide the caring support to keep you going.    Re-
member to ask for permission before reporting someone 
else’s need. To find out more about Stephen Minister or to 
receive a Stephen Minister’s care, call us at (408)223-
1562, ext. 345 or by email at stephenministry@sfoasj.org.  
See our parish website for more about this caring ministry. 

Spirituality 
 
St. Francis Annual Men’s Retreat —The annual Men’s 
Retreat for St Francis of Assisi is being held on Feb 23rd  
to the 25th at the Jesuit Retreat Center in Los Altos.  The 
retreat is for all men of the parish. For information,  
please call retreat captains John Wimer at  528-1029 or 
Bob Juleson at  238-3823. 

 

Baptism 
The community of St. Francis welcomed the following   
children who were baptized this month: 
 
Skye Rodulfo Abadam 
Child of Alvin & Rose Abadam 
Danika Brooke Bargas 
Child of Orlando & Sylvia Bargas 
Jameson Joseph Bummer 
Child of Joseph & Lindsay Bummer 
Pia Luna Dooley 
Child of Brian & Sheila Dooley 
Rachel Marie Fox 
Child of Brian & Sarah Fox 
Neil Sreeharsha Gadagkar 
Child of Sreeharsha & Sheila Gadagkar 
Jeremy Terrence Kinaga 
Child of Terrence & Melanie Kinaga 
Isaiah Ayden Lim 
Child of Henji & Sheila Lim 

Scripture study 
Scripture Study in the Chapel every Monday morning 
after the 8:30 AM Mass.  All are invited to study the    
following Sunday’s scripture readings and  share their 
reflections on the readings. 

Volunteers Needed 
 
Looking for a team of people who are creative and like to 
do bulletin boards (hint, retired elementary school teach-
ers or others with bulletin board creativity).  I would like to 
have at least 4 volunteers who would work with me to 
create and maintain the chapel/gathering space bulletin 
board.  Please call or e-mail Ginny at ghinkle@sfoasj.org 
to volunteer or ask questions about the project. 


