SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

MAY 1, 2005

| REFLECTIONS I TIME, TREASURE, AND TALENT |

TODAY’S READINGS:

1st Reading: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17
2nd Reading: 1 Peter 3:15-18
Gospel: John 14:15-21

Reflections on Today’s Readings
Fr. John Sandersfeld, Pastor

| struggle with God. | so often want God to intervene in
my life and in other lives in particular ways — usually if
God could do not only what | want, but also on my time-
line. When God doesn’t either do what | want or how
and when | want it done, | experience the feeling that |
have been abandoned, left alone.

That’s when I'm most vulnerable to crazy thinking. It
ranges from (1) God doesn’t care, (2) God doesn't listen,
or (3) I'll do it myself. I'll be God. | know what has to
be done. | know what they need. I'll get them to change
— do what | want; or (4) | imagine God as some distant,
vague presence, who doesn’t engage the human condition.

The readings today witness to a God who engages our
lives, is present to each of us, and desires a relationship
which bends us intimately to God’s self in love.

Read the readings again and ask God to break through
the barriers that we have erected. Ask God to open you
up so you will know God as God is, and not as how we
imagine. Put aside all that gets in the way of the rela-
tionship into which God invites us.

How? | need to set aside time to let God speak to my
heart — not cluttered with words. | try to sit for 20-30
minutes each morning or at noon or before turning in for
the night. | prepare either by reading scripture (in short
passages) or a spiritual book.

Food For Thought
e When and how can | be most effective sharing the
Good News with others?
e How can | help St. Francis of Assisi spread the
Good News?
e What do | think the Spirit is like?

"I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever”  -John 14:16

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS:

1st Reading: Acts 1:12-14
2nd Reading: 1 Peter 4:13-16
Gospel: John 17:1-11a

REMINDER
The deadline for the May 8th bulletin is
noon on Monday, May 2nd..

“. .. and many paralyzed or crippled people were
cured. There was great joy in that city.” Acts 8:7-8

It's easy to rejoice in the gifts that God gives when they are
as outstanding as a lame man walking or a sick man cured.
However, do we take time to thank God for the many mira-
cles He gives us everyday — good health, family, friends,
education, employment, housing? Being grateful is the se-
cret to being joyful.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
Offertory for Week of April 24th

e Checks and Envelopes $13,410.00
e Loose Change $2,768.00
Total Week Offertory $16,178.00
Envelopes Used 378
April Offertory Month to Date $70,820.00
April Offertory Budget $75,755.00
Building Fund April 24th $3,015.00
Building Fund Month to Date $12,038.00
Monthly Mortgage Payment $32,608.73
Building Loan Principal $5,953,906.97

Building Fund Envelope: Your weekly gift in the Building
Fund envelope helps pay the $32,608 monthly mortgage
bill. Your weekly offertory in the regular envelope pays for
the operation of the parish.

Thank you for your Grateful Giving!

‘ MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK \

Saturday, April 30

5:00 PM Mass for the People
Sunday, May 1
8:30 AM Ralph Mancuso
9:00 AM Florence Hartgers t
9:30 AM Susan Wolf t
10:00 AM Dan Ercolini t
10:30 AM Martha Nguyen t
Anna Maria Nguyen t
11:00 AM Veronica Rose Schrader t
12:30 PM Lourdes Patio 1
6:00 PM Loreta Villanueva t
Monday, May 2
8:30 AM Rosemary Koehler
Joe del Rosario t
Tuesday, May 3
8:30 AM Michael Ybarra t
Wednesday, May 4
8:30 AM Dominga Reyes t
Thursday, May 5
8:30 AM Ken & Gary Machado t



ST. FRANCIS OF AssislI CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA

FROM THE PASTORAL CENTER

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Parish Council—With the Parish Council’s guidance and
input as well as the commission members and leaders
throughout the parish, the parish decided to ask the Dio-
cese to appoint a Parochial Vicar to our parish. In con-
sultation with Fr. Willie Manrique, Vicar for Clergy, Fr.
Peter Loi Huynh has been appointed as such to St.
Francis.

The presiders at Liturgy will be Fr. Peter Loi, Fr. Joseph
Benedict, Fr. Ives Aniban, and Fr. John Sanderfeld.
Fr. Sonny Manuel, and Fr. Paul Fitzgerald from Santa
Clara University, and Fr. Willie Manrique from the Dio-
cese will continue to help us. This will allow the presider
to remain with the Ecclesial Community after Mass and
not have to rush to celebrate another Mass.

Fr. Loi will also take in some of the pastoral work that Fr.
John has been doing. He will also help in renewing
some ministries which need the presence of a

priest. The parish is dedicated to a partnership of priest,
staff, and lay leaders and committed to be a lay driven
parish.

The Parish Assembly (assembly of leaders) on May 12"
will discern the new initiatives and priorities for minis-

try The staff and Council will discern those initiatives
throughout the summer and, will call and invite leaders to
come and work in the Lord’s vineyards remembering He
is the Savior, the Shepherd, and we are His disciples.

Msgr. John Sandersfeld
Pastor
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Catholic Charities Annual Appeal—This year, the 2™
Collection for Catholic Charities will be happening on
May 14-15 which happens to be Pentecost Sunday.
What better way to serve the number of children and
families living in poverty in our community than to ex-
tend yourself to supporting Catholic Charities which
does so much to provide critical services for families
and individuals in need in Santa Clara County. Plan
ahead and support Catholic Charities on their 50" Anni-
versary.

Data Entry Volunteer Needed—We need a volunteer
to input data in the data base for about three hours a
week. Please call the office and speak with Joan Con-
verse at 223-1562 x308.

Parish Linen Laundering Ministry—Mary Garcia from
the 8:30 Ecclesial Community has graciously volunteered
to be the new Coordinator for the Parish Linen Ministry.
We thank her for coming forward to serve the parish. If you
attend daily Mass or Mass in the Gathering Space, or at the
Chapel on Sunday, or maybe are even a Villager who
would like to serve the parish by preparing the linens, just
call or e-mail me at the parish office and | will put you in
touch with Mary Garcia. Ginny Hinkle, 223-1562, Ext. 302
or ghinkle@sfoas;j.org.
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Social Justice

Baby Things Needed—The 10:30 AM Ecclesial Commu-
nity is spearheading a parish wide Mothers' Day Layette
Drive on behalf of the St. Francis of Assisi Social Justice
Committee to benefit the Juan Diego Society in San
Jose. The Juan Diego Society is in need of clothing (new
or used for newborn to 6 years of age), disposable diapers,
infant formula, cribs, strollers, high chairs, and baby
swings. Donations will be taken after all masses on the
weekends of April 30th & May 1st and May 7th & 8th.
Boxes will be available in the Narthex area to leave your
baby items. Please call Bev Brown at 532-0878 if you
have any questions. Thank you in advance for your gener-
ous response to this worthy cause!

Food and Toiletries Collection—Our Ecclesial Communi-
ties continue to accept donations to support our brothers
and sisters in need by collecting non-perishable food for
area pantries and toiletries for the Dayworkers and the Ca-
thedral. Your gifts can be brought to Mass on weekends.
We thank you for your generosity and for keeping the Spirit
of Francis alive in our community.

Shall We Dance?—An Invitation to an Evening of Music
and Fun. Come and join your fellow parishioners for an
evening of fun, music and dancing on Saturday, May 7 at
7:00 pm. Celebrate the music from all generations, young
and old, from the fifties to the present. Show off the
popular dance steps of your time while getting to know

the community of St. Francis. Make new friends, and,
maybe, a new dance partner. There is a $10 optional
donation to help defray expenses. For more information,
or if you're interested in helping out for this event, please
contact Beth Millares, 238-5968, Cynthia Agbayani, 531-
0784, or Kelly Cabrido, 274-1648.

Day Break Program Needs Volunteers— Volunteers are
needed for the Escorted Transportation Program. Drivers
take older adults to and from medical appointments or gro-
cery shopping. If you can devote three hours a month to
provide this much needed service, we would like to hear
from you. Please note that Catholic Charities reimburses
for mileage at the rate of .405 cents a mile. For further de-
tails, contact Fran Kiernan at 270-4900.



