ASCENSION OF THE LORD

MAY 8, 2005

| REFLECTIONS I TIME, TREASURE, AND TALENT |

TODAY’S READINGS:

1st Reading: Acts 1:1-11
2nd Reading: Ephesians 1:17-23
Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20

Reflections on Today’s Readings
With You Always

Luke's account of the Ascension in Acts gives us at least
three clues about what is next for us on this feast of the
Ascension. First and foremost, Jesus wants us to wait
for the Spirit. Second, he wants us to be his witnesses in
the world. And third, he wants to reassure us that he will
indeed return when the time is right.

The gathered believers have no idea for what they are
waiting, except that they shall "receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes upon them." They do not know what
will happen next; what do they do? They gather to-
gether and pray. They may not know what the future
holds, but they feel confident that whatever is next will
be a gift from God.

As we celebrate this transitional period in the church
year, we can learn from the disciples' example. Transi-
tional times are not easy; when we move from one thing
to another, we often do not know what is next any more
than those early disciples did. But we can gather to sup-
port one another, and we can pray, confident that the
future is indeed in God's hands.

Matthew emphasizes the Ascension as the foundational
moment for birth of the church. Matthew is the only New
Testament writer even to hint that Jesus con-

sciously intended to found a church, and he is certainly

the only one who says Jesus expressly commanded his
disciples to baptize.

While Luke leaves the disciple staring into space, not
sure what to expect next, in Matthew, Jesus leaves them
with explicit instructions.

Their next task is to go and make disciples. The disci-

ples are to baptize all nations and teach them to obey
"everything that (Jesus has) commanded." (Mt 28:20)

Food For Thought

e How do | keep the joy of Easter alive in my life?

¢ Who needs me to share my gifts of the Spirit with
them?

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS:

1st Reading: Acts 2:1-11
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7,
12-13

Gospel: John 20:19-23

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that
| have commanded you.” Matthew 28:19-20

In Our Lord’s last words to the Apostles before ascending
to heaven He makes it clear that our Baptism comes with
an obligation. We are to do all that Jesus commanded us —
which means caring for the poor, teaching the children and
using our gifts to carry on the work of the Lord.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
Offertory for Week of May 1st

e Checks and Envelopes $17,577.00
e Loose Change $2,5,29.00
Total Week Offertory $20,106.00
Envelopes Used 419
May Offertory Budget (5 weeks) $94,694.00
Building Fund May 1st $4,861.00
Monthly Mortgage Payment $32,608.73
Building Loan Principal $5,953,906.97
Your Gifts the month of April

Offertory $71,356.00
Budget $75,755.00
Under Budget $4,399.00
Building Fund for Mortgage Payment $12,408.00
Monthly Mortgage Payment $32,608.73
Under Budget $20,200.00

Thank you for your Grateful Giving!

‘ MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK \

Saturday, May 7

5:00 PM Mass for the People
Sunday, May 8
8:30 AM John Mui Vu t
9:00 AM Marcelino Cruz 1
9:30 AM Patty Koehler t
10:00 AM Joan Vance t
10:30 AM Eduardo Testa t
11:00 AM Leonardo Desierto Il T
12:30 PM Sagisi Family—intention
6:00 PM Marcelino Cruz t

Note: Due to Clergy week, the mass intentions for
Monday, May 9th to Thursday, May 12th will be
re-scheduled.

REMINDER
The deadline for the May 15th bulletin is
noon on Monday, May Sth..




ST. FRANCIS OF AssislI CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA

| FROM THE PASTORAL CENTER |

Parish Leadership Council—A parish-wide General
Assembly will be held on Thursday, May 12th from
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm at the Gathering Space to deter-
mine how our parish is doing in accordance with the
goals that we had set to accomplish this year, and to plan
for next year. It will be an opportunity for us to assess
where we are at, to give feedback on our efforts, and

to redirect these if needed. We are inviting all the parish
leaders and members of the community to participate in
this process. Please keep this date in your calendars
and plan to attend the assembly.

Confirmation Ceremony with the Bishop at Most Holy
Trinity Church—Sixty-five high school students and nine
adults from St. Francis of Assisi will be celebrating the
Sacrament of Confirmation with Bishop McGrath at a joint
celebration with Christ the King Church at Most Holy
Trinity Church on Friday, May 13" at 7:30 pm. Parish-
ioners are welcome to attend and support our candidates.
Most Holy Trinity has graciously offered their church
which is large enough to accommodate the candidates,
their friends and family, and interested parishioners. For
more information please contact the parish office.

A Note from Bishop Patrick McGrath—Next weekend,
May 14th & 15th, the annual appeal for Catholic Chari-
ties will take place in our parishes. As the social services
ministry of the Diocese of San Jose, Catholic Charities
assists the most vulnerable and the poorest in our com-
munity, reaching out as the hands of Christ—on our be-
half—to those who are suffering. Your support for Catho-
lic Charities is a direct expression of our Catholic identity.
| ask you to please be as generous as you can.

The Villages 8:15 am Ecclesial Community—In May
Sunday Masses, we will honor the Blessed Virgin Mary
with a shrine. You are invited to bring flowers for the
shrine and take them home after Mass.

Serra Holy Hour—Please join us in prayer on Wednes-
day, May 11th at 6:30 pm in the chapel for a one hour of
prayer which is much needed for our church, priests,
seminarians and religious. Let us knock hard on
Heaven's Gates so the Good Lord will truly hear our
prayers and send us more faithful men and women to
spread God's word.

Data Entry Volunteer Needed—We need a volunteer
to input data in the data base for about three hours a
week. Please call the office and speak with Joan Con-
verse at 223-1562 x308.

Happy
Mothers

Day

Rebuilding Together Silicon Valley—Thank you to all of
the St. Francis of Assisi community members who helped
in this years Rebuilding Together effort. About 30 parish-
ioners worked the past two Saturdays to refurbish a house
on South Capitol Avenue. Your hard work and efforts are
very much appreciated by Rebuilding together and the St.
Francis of Assisi community. Thank You!!

A Debt of Gratitude to Jan & Bill Marsella—\When Office
Depot could not use two brand new commercial Bunn
Coffeemakers, Jan Marsella swung into action and made
sure they were donated to St. Francis. Then her husband
Bill got people to donate their time to make sure they were
installed correctly. | also believe the Marsellas assumed
some out of pocket expenses to make sure we had a way
to extend hospitality through coffee and tea to those meet-
ing at the parish without touching the parish budget. This
is a wonderful gift and many thanks to Jan & Bill Marsella
as well as Office Depot. The gift is in the giving and you
are both true gifts to the community of St. Francis.

SFOA Garden Gift Shop—Our Garden Gift Shop has a
new sign designed and created by parishioner Richard
Randazzo. This hand painted sunflower design depicts our
parish flower, the Sun Flower. As the parish began, Fr.
John used the sunflower as the image of how our parish
would grow. Sun flowers were planted across the field
where now our pastoral center is located. Thank you Rick
for this beautiful sign of memories and hope for new begin-
nings.

Generations of Faith — Pentecost “The Holy Spirit and
You—In preparation for the parish celebration of Pente-
cost on May 15", five-hundred parish families, teens,
young adults, and adults, participated in the Generations of
Faith April session entitled the “Holy Spirit and You”. Spe-
cial guest musician James O’Connell from the Word of Life
Ministries led the group in uplifting and rousing song, while
guest speaker Fr. Tom Foster S.J. shared his insights on
the Holy Spirit at the Wednesday night session. GOF at-
tendees gave the presenters high marks in the evaluations
with one person commenting that this was one of the “best
experiences they have had in the Catholic Church”—high
praise indeed. We encourage all who participated to at-
tend the parish celebration of Pentecost this Sunday at
one of the ecclesial communities. For more information on
GOF please contact Will Sousae at 223-1562 x316 or
wsousae@sfoasj.org.

Day Break Caregiver Support Group--The next meeting
is on Monday, May 9 from 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm in the Gar-
den Room. The topic will be "Hiring a Professional Care-
giver", presented by Brian Jackson of Home Instead Sen-
ior Care. If you are a caregiver providing 24-hour assis-
tance to a loved one, learn how hiring a caregiver can pro-
vide some respite and stress relief. For more information,
call 270-4900.



