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From the Pastoral Center 

From the Pastor’s Desk Fr. Ives—is recovering from his multiple by- pass surgery 
after his recent heart attack; please continue to keep him 
in your prayers.  Please send/bring to the office your get 
well cards and we will forward them to him.. 
 

Generations of Faith and Sacraments Information and 
Registration Night—The parish is hosting an information 
and registration night for Generations of Faith and the par-
ish sacramental programs—First Eucharist and Confirma-
tion from 7:00 pm-8:00 pm on Tuesday, August 23rd in 
the Gathering Space.  Come learn more about the parish 
faith formation and sacramental programs.  Deadline for 
sacraments programs is August 31st.  Please contact Will 
Sousae at x316 or wsousae@sfoasj.org for  information. 
 

Raging Waters for Junior and High School Youth— 
High School and Junior High youth are invited to attend a 
group event at Raging Waters on Wednesday, August 
17th.  Meet at the park at 10:00 AM and pick up at 4:00 
PM.  The cost is $20 and includes lunch ($5 if you have a 
season pass).  Please contact Will Sousae at x316 or 
wsousae@sfoasj.org for more information. 
 

Staff Addition—On August 16th, Susan Votaw will join 
the staff at St. Francis of Assisi part-time.  Susan will be 
the Community Spiritual Development Director.  She will 
work with the ecclesial communities to provide opportuni-
ties that will help parishioners live out their personal rela-
tionship with God by developing a greater awareness of 
Christ’s presence through the Spirit.  Susan is a parish-
ioner at Queen of Apostles Parish and has just completed 
her Advanced Lay Leadership Certificate through the Dio-
cese of San Jose.  Susan will be working with the ecclesial 
community leadership and the Small Christian Communi-
ties.  When you see Susan at Mass be sure to introduce 
yourself and welcome her to the parish.   
 

Social Justice—Recognizing the broader role they play 
helping homeless families on their path to self sufficiency, 
the Family Shelter has changed it's name to Family Sup-
portive Housing. This month, your generosity to the Fran-
cis Fund enabled us to support FSH's request for funds for 
their Back to School program which provides shoes, uni-
forms and school clothes for their residents. Blessing on 
you for sharing your gifts with those in need.  
 

Annual “Back to School Supplies Drive” Continues 
this Weekend—Backpacks and School supplies will be 
collected after Mass at the Ecclesial communities  through 
August 21st.  The supplies are for needy school children in 
our local schools.   
 
 

Office Telephone Access—With our new phone system, 
you are able  to dial the extension of the person you wish 
to contact directly instead of having the staff re-direct your 
call. Parish secretaries can be reached by dialing"0" at 
any time. The extensions of the staff and parish ministries 
will be published on the front cover of next week's bulletin 

The life of a community is described in its stories of friend-
ship and relationship.  It is in the support, caring, and com-
passion that we give to one another, the gifts that we re-
ceive from God and from others, and the gifts that we give 
in gratitude.  
 

Members can tell part of the story: 
188   children and adults were initiated into the community  
        (baptism)  
112   parents participated in the baptismal preparation 
  71   adults and teens were confirmed 
  92   children and adults received the First Eucharist 
  52   couples were married 
  40   people had funeral services 
 

Numerous members of the parish who were sick received 
God’s healing through the Sacrament of the Sick in a one-
to-one and at one of our four Healing Masses.  Many teens 
received the Sacrament of Reconciliation at Camp As-
sisi  and others at the reconciliation service held here in the 
parish every Saturday at 4:15 pm. 
 

Our  efforts flourished this year.  Two hundred seventy five 
(275) youths participated in Junior High, High School, and 
Young Adults programs.  Three hundred fifty eight (358) 
youths are students in Catholic schools in the Diocese. 
 

Eight hundred thirty six (836) adults and children partici-
pated in Generations of Faith.  We have had to add another 
evening session this coming year to accommodate everyone. 
 

This all represents the gifts of time and talents of many, 
busy people who give of their time – find the time to lead or 
participate in one of the parish efforts.  The community can 
not grow and mature in its faith without the sacrifice (gift) 
from many - those who lead and those who participate.  
 

God has multiplied our gifts and we are richer for it.  If you 
haven’t participated, please join the other families.  I have 
been so blessed with gifts beyond measure.  How about you? 
 

 
 

This has been a year during which we have reorganized 
how we support our many ministries through our Parish 
Leadership Council which is comprised of the Council, four 
Commissions and numerous Boards and Teams. 
 

We have also reviewed our Baptismal Preparation, Mar-
riage Preparation programs and Pastoral Care, including 
the new Stephen Ministry. 
 

We will, this year, solidify our efforts under the Theme of 
Increased Discipleship with a Stewardship Renewal. 
 

  


