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From the Pastoral Center 

Update on the Vineyards—The grape harvest this year 
exceeded previous years’ harvest.  This year, the vines 
have matured and the quality of the grapes has im-
proved.  Through the years we learned from our experi-
ences as grape growers. 
 

During the summer, we bottled the wine from the 2003 har-
vest.  The wine is not great, just acceptable table wine.   
 

The grapes harvested in 2002 did not turned out very well.   
The wine is not very good and it was recommend that they 
be processed as wine vinegar.  Ron Mancuso will process 
the wine into wine vinegar and once done, it will be avail-
able to our parishioners. 
 

The 2004 harvest produced a premium wine.  It still needs 
aging and will be bottled in August 2006 and will be avail-
able at our 2006 Feast Day.   
 

The 2005 wine harvest has just been completed.  The yield 
has exceeded last year and the quality of the grapes is very 
good.  Hopefully, we are becoming better vintners as the 
years go by, learning from our experiences. 
 

My idea is to use the wine for Mass and also make some 
available as gifts and possibly offer some at our gift shop 
as a way to pay for landscaping of the whole campus facil-
ity.   If you have a wine future certificate, please turn it in at 
the office and receive your bottle of our first wine.  The wine 
is available now in the office.   
 

Thank you to all the volunteers who have made this hap-
pen. 

 
Fr. John 

Who Was Francis  
 
Who was St. Francis of Assisi? Patron 
of the poor?  A symbol for peace?  Re-
builder of the Church?  Founder of the 
Franciscans?  Lover of all creation?  
The answer, of course, is all of the 
above. 
 

Francis Bernadone of Assisi, Italy, was 
born in 1182, into a family of a wealthy 
cloth merchant.  His early life was full 

of youthful adventures.  At one time, Francis was the head 
of a group called “the merrymakers”.  He became a soldier 
in one of the city-state wars and was captured and impris-
oned.  This helped to change Francis’ life. 
 

Francis lived in the period called the “dark ages” and the 
Church had many problems.  Francis believed that he was 
called by God to rebuild the churches in Assisi.  Later, he 
realized that God’s call was to rebuild the Church which 
had fallen into ruin.   
 

Material possessions became a burden for Francis, so he 
disposed of them, including some of his father’s valuable 
merchandise.  This let to the now famous confrontation 
with his father.  Francis gave his father all of his clothes, 
including those he was wearing.  He was now free of mate-
rial possessions, his family name, his inheritance.  He was 
free to pursue his dream and follow the Lord. 
 

The Gospel message inspired Francis and drove his ac-
tions.  Although he was a deacon, he soon had brothers 
and friars following him  Later, his friend Clare followed 
starting an order of women, the Poor Clares. Eventually, a 
Third Order was formed for lay men and women.  Francis 
sent all of his disciples out to “preach the Gospel, some-
times using words”.  He sent them out to serve the poor 
whom society had neglected. 
 

Francis’ entire life was one of service and prayer.  Two 
years before he died, Francis received the stigmata, the 
wounds of Our Lord, on his hands, feet and side.  On his 
deathbed in 1226, at the age of 44, Francis asked to lay 
naked on the ground to die as Jesus did.  

Bulletin Deadline 
• The deadline for the October 9th bulletin is on 

Monday, October 3rd at noon. 
• Because October 10th is a holiday, Columbus Day,  

the deadline for the October 16th bulletin is 
Thursday, October 7th at noon. 

St. Francis of Assisi  
Garden Gift Shop 
Gift Shop Hours 

Saturday—5:45 pm-6:45 pm   
After all Sunday Masses 

Wednesdays - 5:00 pm-6:00pm 
Selected Items from the Gift Shop Will be Available 
October 2nd—Dove Hill          October 9th—Grange 

October 30th—The Villages 
Checks and Cash Only 

St. Francis Choir School—Since Evergreen School Dis-
trict has cut so much of its music program, we wanted to 
cover the deficit with the St. Francis Choir School.  Kids will 
learn proper voice production, instruments, music theory, 
and music appreciation. Raquel Dequiroz will be instructing 
grades K-3 and Ian Hinkle will be leading grades 4-8. We 
will begin on Thursday, October 6 from 5:30 pm-6:30 pm in 
the chapel.  The kids will perform for the Epiphany Concert 
and for Easter Sunday.  Please contact Ian Hinkle at x324,  
ihinkle@sfoasj.org or Raquel Dequiroz at 270-3066, 
raqueldeq@earthlink.net for more details. 


