
1st Sunday of Advent November  27,  2005 

Time, Treasure, and Talent Reflections 

Next Sunday’s Readings: 
 

1st Reading:  Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
2nd Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-14 
Gospel:          Mark 1:1-8 

Today’s Readings: 
1st Reading:  Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b: 64:2b-7 
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Gospel:          Mark 13:33-37 
 
Reflections on Today’s Readings 
 

Watch 
 
Watching, dreaming, wishing, waiting. These are all 
wonderful aspects of the Advent season.  We are full of 
anticipation as we prepare to celebrate anew the wonder 
that God became human and lived among us. Our 
dreams and hopes give way to the practical aspects of 
the season as we prepare things around the house.  But 
what shall we do with all the marvelous and time-
consuming thoughts that stream through our minds? 
 

Do not throw them away. Hold them in a safe place until 
there is time to be alone with them. Place them in a 
special covered box. From time to time, slip away to a 
private place, open the lid and enjoy the dreams inside. 
Put aside those household tasks that you will never 
entirely finish. Hold off those chores a little longer, and 
take time to dream. Anticipate and feel the joy.  Delight 
that God has come among us and has shown us how to 
be more human, more caring, and more inviting to those 
born to a simple state.  
 

Children seem to have the corner on dreams these days. 
During Advent adopt a childlike enthusiasm, a mood of 
hope and expectation.  This year passionately long for 
God's promise and fulfillment of that promise.  Focus not 
only on the birth of Christ two thousand years ago, but  
also on the promise that Christ will come again.  
Remember that preparing for a special event is almost as 
important as the event itself.  
 

Food For Thought 
 

• How will I focus on Jesus this Advent? 
• Does my lifestyle reflect my deepest longings? 
• When is waiting most difficult for me? 
 
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that 
we may be saved.   Psalm 80:7  

Mass Intentions for the Week 

“It is like a man traveling abroad. He leaves home and 
places his servants in charge, each with his own work, 
and orders the gatekeeper to be on watch.”   Mark 13:34  

God has left us as His servants in charge here on earth. 
Each of us has our own special work that we can do for 
God. If we do not do it, who will? 
 
The Stewardship Team wishes to thank the 600 families 
who returned their Stewardship Commitment Card for their 
dedication to St. Francis.  Let us pray for one another to 
have the grace to fulfill the commitments we made. Please 
note that if you signed up for a new ministry, the leader of 
that ministry will be calling you soon to invite you to attend 
their next meeting or activity.   
 
Our other “stewardship goals” are to become a more 
prayerful parish, and a more generous parish.  Each mem-
ber is asked to spend time each day in prayer, especially 
with your family.  We also ask every household to take seri-
ous steps toward giving 5% of income to the parish.  
Though sometimes difficult, financially supporting the par-
ish is an integral part of living out our faith.  You may not 
reach 5% next week or next month, but over time, it is pos-
sible to reach this goal. 
 
If you have not yet filled out your commitment card, you will 
soon receive a reminder letter with an extra commitment 
card in the mail.  Please complete the card, ask the Holy 
Spirit to guide you as you make commitments to prayer, 
parish ministries, and offertory giving.  Then mail the card 
to the parish, or bring it to Mass on the following Sunday.  
Thank you all for your support and dedication to our parish. 

Reminder 
 

• The deadline for the December 4th bulletin  is 
Monday, November 28th at noon.   

Saturday, November 26 
 5:00 PM Anne McRoberts †  

 
Sunday, November 27 

 8:30 AM Richard Spiteri  †  
 9:00 AM Martha & Anna Maria Nguyen † 
 9:30 AM Rickey Shea †  
 10:00 AM Thelmo Braza, Conchita Dayao † 
  and Jovita Llanera  † 
 10:30 AM Vivencio Reyes †  
 11:00 AM Mass for the People 
 12:30 PM JJ Guerrero  † 
 6:00 PM Thanh Mo Ky †    
 

 Monday, November 28 
 8:30 AM Bernardina Uminga †  
 

Tuesday, November 29 
 8:30 AM Trobby Cabellon—intention  
 

      Wednesday, November 30 
 8:30 AM Rizzo & Korotaj Families—intention  
  

 Thursday, December 1 
 8:30 AM             Ken & Gary Machado † 
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From the Pastoral Center 

Note from Fr. John—Be aware!  During these winter 
months of darkness coming early in the evening, I want to 
take time to remind everyone of safety first: 
• Do not leave wallets, purses, backpacks, laptop com-

puters or any other valuables visible in your car while 
attending Mass. 

• Do not park in lanes reserved for emergency vehicles. 
More than once the fire truck has had a problem get-
ting into the upper parking lot. 

• Be aware of small children in the parking lots. 
• Do not go out in the parking lots alone late at night or 

early in the morning.  Please travel in pairs or ask 
someone else who is at your meeting to walk you to 
your car 

 

We want all of our parishioners and visitors to have posi-
tive experiences here at St. Francis.  We want to ensure 
that we think safety first. 
 

EEEEEEEEEEEEE 
 

Thank you Note from Linda Yap re Blood Drive—Thank 
you to the St. Francis of Assisi Blood Drive Committee for 
their dedication in making this blood drive happen year 
after year. This year, we were able to collect 44 units of 
blood for the American Red Cross to help save the lives of 
others in need. 

My gratitude to St. Francis for the use of the gathering 
space and to the staff for their support. Thank you to all 
those that signed up to be blood donors, those that do-
nated the delicious baked goods, fruits, cheese and crack-
ers, those that helped in  the canteen area, and those who 
did set up in the  morning  and clean-up after the blood 
drive. We couldn’t do this blood drive without all the help 
we get from the community of St. Francis!  
 
Lastly, I would like to thank Starbucks and Jamba Juice 
located in the Evergreen Shopping Center for their gener-
ous donation of coffee the day of the blood drive and gift 
cards and coupons for smoothies.   
 

Share Your Thanksgiving Drive—Wow!  Your donations 
of $8,968.00 far exceeded previous years.  May your holi-
days be even more meaningful knowing you helped give 
many, many families throughout the Evergreen and East 
San Jose a Thanksgiving celebration. 
 
Thanks for your food donations—During this Thanks-
giving season, we are so grateful for your wonderful sup-
port for our weekly food collections. Your generosity is 
making a difference with our hungry, brothers and sisters 
in downtown San Jose who are served by the Cathedral 
Outreach Ministry programs. Our weekly collection of non-
perishable foods will continue until we have eradicated this 
problem. Blessings to all of you for remembering the least 
among us. 

Letter of Recommendation—This is a reminder to all 
students who are in Junior High and are planning to 
attend one of the Catholic High Schools in the area.  
Please call and make an appointment to see either Fr. 
Loi or Fr. John if you want a letter of recommendation 
to be written for the high school of your choice.   
 

EEEEEEEEEEEEE 
 

U.S. Catholic Bishops—Our Bishops in the 
statement, "A Place at the Table", counsel us that the 
table is a place for food and also one for decision 
making but that it is also a place where we gather to 
celebrate the Eucharist. "It is at this altar of sacrifice 
that we hear the saving word of Christ and receive His 
Body and Blood. It is Christ's sacrificial meal that 
nourishes us so that we can go forth to live the Gospel 
as His Disciples. Too often, the call of the Gospel and 
the social implications of the Eucharist are ignored or 
neglected in our daily lives. " 

 
The Giving Tree—The Giving 
Trees are here for you to pick and 
purchase gifts for families in the 
Family Shelter and St. Joseph 
Dayworker Center.  The orna-
ments on the trees list the wish list 
of the families.  Please bring your 
gifts by December 11th. 

Around the Diocese 

Cathedral Basilica of St. Joseph Season of Hope 
Performance— Free performances feature area artists 
who generously donate their talent in support of the 
Cathedral’s effort to make the spirit of hope a reality all 
year long for the many who are in need of food, shelter, 
medical care and employment.  The performances are 
from Monday, December 12th-Friday, December 23rd.  
For a complete listing please call 283-8100 x95 or go to 
their website: www.stjosephcathedral.org 
 
St. John Vianney Holiday Faire—Come and look 
around for wreaths, ornaments, collectibles, etc. at the 
holiday faire on December 2-4.  Please call 258-7677 
for more information.  The address is 4601 Hyland Ave-
nue, San Jose, CA 95127. 
 
Diocese of San Jose Pilgrimage to Lourdes—Under 
the spiritual direction of Bishop Patrick McGrath, he 
invites you to this spiritual journey on April 30-May 6, 
2006 on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the 
Diocese of San Jose.  For more information, please call 
Fr. Christopher Bennett, 629-7777 x11.   


