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From the Pastoral Center 

Note from Fr. John—Monday night marked a giant step 
forward in pastoral ministry at St. Francis.  Last year, the 
parish, with the help of Stephanie Friedrich, began minis-
try to the sick.  Lorinda Foss has started a new ministry for 
those who have lost a loved one.  Couples in the parish 
reorganized the marriage preparation and enrichment pro-
grams.  Fr. Loi has energized these efforts with new ideas 
and commitment. 
 

This year, after training in St. Louis, Elaine Swyt, Joyce 
Harper, and Susan Bega have begun the training of fifteen 
(15) Stephen  Ministers.  We need many more ministers in 
all areas. 
 

The dedication of the Stephen leaders and the inspiring 
commitment of the fifteen trainees is something to note, 
celebrate and give thanks to God for their gifts.  I thank 
God for you all pastoral ministry and Stephen minis-
ters.  Parishioners thank them for they enrich the commu-
nity with their efforts and allow Christ to work more fully 
within the parish. 
 

The ministers are always open to help.  They could use 
more hands to touch, ears to listen, voices to pray with the 
sick and grieving and those in need of a companion for a 
time on their journey. 
 

EEEEEEEEEEEEE 
 

Stephen Ministry Training Begins—On November 14th, 
we launched our 50 hours of training for 15 parishioners 
who have committed themselves to learning the skills of 
caring ministry.  This is an exciting adventure in learning 
and doing ministry at St. Francis of Assisi.  Our Stephen 
Minister trainees have begun the task of studying, discuss-
ing, experiencing, and trying out the skills involved in shar-
ing God’s love and compassion with those who especially 
needs these gifts.   
 
This coming week the Stephen Ministry training class at 
St. Francis of Assisi will be considering the subject of “The 
Art of Listening.”  In this presentation, they will be honing 
their listening skills and finding out that listening well is 
extremely helpful and caring but is also hard work. Let us 
thank God for these ministers and ask His continued help 
and blessing through the coming months. 
 

St. Francis Garden Gift Shop—Our first Annual 
"Christmas In The Garden" was a wonderful success. 
Many thanks go to the dedicated men and women who 
gave of their time to help welcome and assist the shop-
pers. Remember to visit the shop with your Christmas list 
as there are lovely and thoughtful gifts still available.  It is 
not to late to start your Advent Wreath, add a new orna-
ment to your tree and perhaps a hand-painted treasure, 
gorgeous jewelry, a new Bible and books for your children 
and grandchildren. For your convenience the shop will be 
open after every mass and  Wednesdays, from 5:00 pm-
6:00 pm.. For information call 223-1562. 

Retirement Fund For Religious—There is a second 
collection next week, December 11th.  This fund is 
used to share in the care of the retired priests and 
nuns.  Please give generously. 
 

Letter of Recommendation—This is a reminder to all 
students who are in Junior High and are planning to 
attend one of the Catholic High Schools in the area.  
Please call and make an appointment to see either Fr. 
Loi or Fr. John if you want a letter of recommendation 
to be written for the high school of your choice.   
 

EEEEEEEEEEEEE 
 

U.S. Catholic Bishops—As we approach the 
celebration of the Birth of the Child, Jesus, we are 
reminded of the caution, “Whose birthday are we 
celebrating, anyway?”  The Catholic Social Teaching 
principle, “Care of God’s Creation” is a reminder to be 
mindful of the prudent use of resourcers.  This principle 
suggests to us that we consider Alternate Giving 
projects.  The Bishops counsel us, “Those who have 
more can make choices to use less, to share more, 
and to advocate for greater justice so that all people 
have the resources to provide for themselves and their 
families.” From “A Place at the Table.” 

 
The Giving Tree—Let’s fill up 
the Giving Tree.  This will make 
the holidays brighter for fami-
lies in the Family Shelter and 
St. Joseph Dayworker Center.  
Please bring your gifts by De-
cember 11th. 

 

Generations of Faith 
 
Theme:  Identity of Christ  
        
 
 

Tuesday, December 13th, 6:00 pm-8:30 pm 
Wednesday, December 14th, 6:00 pm-8:30 pm 
Friday, December 16th, 6:00 pm-8:30pm 
Saturday, December 17th, 9:00 am-11:30pm 
 

For more information, please contact the Par-
ish office. Meals provided with donation.   


