Christmas Da December 25, 2007
| From the Pastoral Center |

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM FR. JOHN

John's Gospel is proclaimed at midnight Mass. It is a cold Christmas evening with clear skies. The stars are just out of
arms' length, and the glow of lights decorates homes in the neighborhood. For me, it is as it must have been on the
night of Christ's birth. All is well. God is here among us. The innocence of my youth is captured in Christ's

presence; peace and harmony are in all creation. The lamb and lion are also at peace; the viper which strikes out of
fear, anxiety, and jealousy, is calmed; the child in me is once again allowed to play. The deserts of my life are a straight
path, lit by the stars. The moon is leveled, so | can walk with God. My life blooms as flowers in the desert.

God is here and God's kingdom - God's reign has begun. His light shatters the darkness - the loneliness, coldness,
blindness, the lack of direction, meaning and purpose. The light overcomes the darkness of cynicism, perfectionism,
self righteousness, and our judgmental nature. Now the Light warms our heart. No longer are they stone cold; God has
made them compassionate and caring. The Light offers guidance, direction, meaning and purpose. God shepherds
me in the dark valley. He envelopes us in light, and lifts the burdens that weigh us down.

Christmas night is a night of hope and joy. Rejoice in the Lord always, again | say, rejoice.

| Christmas Eve-Christmas Day Music Taber Dullea |

Ih AT T AT AT e e e aT e A e e w e a— w4 aa—a A
I, . . ]
ﬂ° Prelude Silent Night 86 H
ﬂ% Entrance O Come All Ye Faithful 76 H

Gloria A Christmas Gloria 89 =«
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! A Happy and Holy
| ] Christmas to All

) ] from the Staft of

: ! St. Francis of Assisi

‘\ Christmas Alleluia 73
ﬂ° Prep of Gifts The First Nowell 102 H
ﬂ% Holy Holy 910 H
ﬂ% Memorial Acclamation 911 H
< Amen 915 =
L}% Lamb of God 916 U
. Communion 4
| The Snow Lay On The Ground 97 |
I Away in a Manger 81
| What Child is This 105
U Sending Forth Hark The Herald Angels Sing 80 H
ﬂ° Postlude Joy to the World 77 H
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SOCIAL JUSTICE
St. Francis of Assisi’'s Community Partners
—San Jose Family Shelter. Casa de Clara
—Evergreen Schools, Cathedral, Outreach Ministries
—Catholic Charities Center, St. Joseph Dayworker Center
—Neighboring Parishes: Christ the King,
Most Holy Trinity , St. Maria Goretti, and
Our Lady of the Gulf in Bay St. Louis, MS.

Initiatives

—Weekly food collections . . . and toiletry drives

—Serving meals and volunteering at Family Shelter

—Making sandwiches for downtown homeless

—FIND: helping Families in Need

—Rehabilitating homes—Rebuilding Together

—Bread project with Leboulanger—donate bread to
partners

—Support Evergreen schools—Back to School Drive

—Annual blood drive

—Support Handicapables group

—Voter registration

—Support Fair Trade—goods and services

—Thanksgiving SCRIP- for hungry/neighboring
parishes

—Christmas Giving Trees—shelter and dayworkers

—Towels, sheets and blankets drive

—Layette drive for St. Juan Diego Society

—Gawad Kalinga

—Educational support for justice initiatives

—Relief Aid to disaster victims

—TFaithful Citizenship-Bishop’s guide to forming a

conscience

Thank you again for your contributions to the Giving Tree
Campaign for the parents and children in the San Jose
Family Shelter, and for the Dayworkers.

PASTORAL CARE
Fr. Loi Huynh, plhuynh@sfoasj.org

Pastoral Care brings together the various ministries
and services in our church which are pastoral in nature.
We look at ways in which we can carry out Christ's love
by nourishing a faith community and sharing Christ’s love
with others.

Ministry opportunities include: Stephen Ministry, Mar-
riage Preparation, Marriage Validation, Marriage Enrich-
ment, Family Counseling, Take Another Look, Baptism,
Funeral Preparation, Communion and Visiting the Sick,
Cancer Survivor, Anointing of the Sick, Hospital Visita-
tion, Grief Ministry, and Cross Cultural Ministry.

As a community of faith one of our privileges is to
share sensitivity and a loving presence to others.

GENERATIONS OF FAITH
Glenn Valois gvalois@sfoasj.org

We just wrapped up our fourth session of Generations
of Faith (GOF) for 2007. For December we focused on:
“He came down from Heaven and by the power of the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he became
flesh.” God loves us so much He even went so far to be-
come one of us, therefore united with us in His Son Jesus.
All families who attended GOF left with an image of Gua-
dalupe and a Novena (9 days of prayer) to pray as a fam-
ily.

Thank you to those who played music and to our won-
derful story tellers. We would also like to thank EI Patron,
Mexican Restaurant, for their generous discount for the
food. Thank you so much to all the many volunteers who
made the week possible. Please contact me if you are in-
terested in volunteering.

FIRST SACRAMENTS (grades 2-8)
& CHILDREN'S INITATION
Peggy Bariteau pbariteau@sfoasj.org

First Sacraments preparation this year has gone
well. We have a record number of children participating
which is very exciting! The families have achieved one of
two major goals. They have lovingly supported and pre-
pared their children for the sacrament of Reconciliation.
The children made their First Reconciliation after the
Thanksgiving holiday. Now they begin working on goal
number two-the preparation for First Eucharist. This goal
will be reached shortly after Easter.

We also have over a dozen children who are prepar-
ing for Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation. This goal will
be met at the Easter Vigil this March.

These families are an incredible testament to our
Catholic faith. Walking with this group of families as they
support their children through this preparation process is a
privilege and a joy.

TREASURE

There’s still time to donate for 2007

Please drop off your donation in the weekly collection or
mail to the parish, SFOA, 5111 San Felipe Rd, SJ, CA
95135 attn: Accounting

If you are interested in transferring or donating stock, or
have any questions or need further assistance, please
contact Fr. John, Willy Agbayani, or MinhDung Tran
(mtran@sfoasj.org) at :

408-223-1770 fax 408-223-1759.

You can now make all of your offertory donations online
at: ParishPay.com

Father Chanh Nguyen, has been assigned by his provin-
cial to serve the community of East San Jose as a family
therapist. To schedule an appointment call: 472-923

The Office is closed through January 1, 2008.



